Johne’s Management Information Sheet

The Johne’s Puzzle

Managing Johne’s on your farm is not an easy task; there is no one single step to reducing the spread of MAP. Any one piece of the puzzle can reduce the risk of spreading Johne’s but the picture looks better when all the pieces come together.  The Management steps are numbered in sequential order but without the final piece of the puzzle all the previous steps are futile. 

The first step to managing Johne’s on your farm is Testing to know which cows are Positive or Suspicious for MAP infection. Since the disease is acquired in calfhood and has a long dormant period, it is important to test annually to find new Positive animals.  The higher the animal’s Positive test score the more likely they are to be shedding the MAP bacteria.  A test Positive animal is unlikely to show clinical signs of Johne’s for up to a year after testing Positive but is very likely to already be shedding MAP. Since the time around calving is critical to the transmission of the disease, testing at pregnancy check time in the fall is the best time to blood sample the whole herd. Consult your Veterinarian for test specifics and the equipment required.  

The second step to managing Johne’s is to easily Identify cows that have tested Positive or Suspect for Johne’s. A simple way of doing this is to add coloured cable ties to the animal ID tag indicating the animals test status. Red could indicate test Positive, Yellow test could indicate test Suspect and Orange could represent a calf from a test Positive or Suspect cow.  This system is highly visible when managing cows that are about to calve, especially late at night. 

The third step to managing Johne’s is to Segregate the test Positive and Suspect cows from test Negative cows.  A critical time for this segregation is at and around the time of calving. Positive and Suspect cows should not calve in the same area as test Negative cows and should be housed separate from test Negative cows and calves at least until turn-out. This is the most critical stage in the transmission of MAP when calves are most susceptible and manure concentration is highest in barns and dry lots.

The forth and most important piece of this puzzle of managing Johne’s on your farm is to be Clean, Clean, Clean.  The main mode of transition for MAP is by the Fecal-Oral route.  Therefore it is important to limit the amount of feces in the calves environment.  Maintaining a clean dry environment for the cows pre- and post-calving will reduce the amount of contamination on the cows hide and udder. Maintaining clean and dry calving pens (that are only used for calving) will reduce the amount of feces for a calf to land in when it hits the ground. Lastly, cleaning milk/colostrum feeding equipment and oral medicating equipment between calves will reduce the spread of MAP and other important calf diseases on your farm. 

